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The Scoop 

A word from our Board Chairman…... 
 

My name is Jonathan Sharp and I am the current board chair for 

Meals on Wheels Plus, Inc. in Abilene. I have been serving in that 

capacity since May of this year, and have been on the board of 

directors since 2017. I was (and continue to be) a sponsor for 

the golf tournament each year, and my service on the board has 
meant that I not only attend and contribute to the board meet-

ings, but like other members of the board, also do behind-the-

scenes work on various committees, such as taking care of the 

building and grounds, strategic planning, budgeting, and endow-

ment review. It is on the committees that the bulk of work for 

the organization is done; the committee members do the hard 

work of gathering and organizing information so that they can bring their recom-

mendations to the Executive Committee and then the full board. I can tell you that 

I am privileged to serve with many talented and generous people both on and off 

the board who are affiliated with this organization. I learn a lot from the people 

around me, and am appreciative of their time and talent.  
 

We deliver to every strata of society at Meals on Wheels, and I believe strongly 

that this is what we are called to do. Some can pay for their meals, and many can-

not. It is our policy to feed people first, and then look for the money to pay for 

that meal later. Meals on Wheels in Abilene delivers more than 1300 meals per 

day, and that number has gone up every year, and we expect that trend to contin-

ue. This is where many of you come in, as we rely on donations from the commu-

nity to make up for what is not paid for, either by the client or by government 

programs, like block grants and grants from the Texas Department of Agriculture. 

I can also tell you that Meals on Wheels is very careful with your donations, 

stretching every dollar in this economic environment to be good stewards of what 

you entrust to this organization. Meals on Wheels is funded largely by private do-

nations from the local community, and that donation need is always rising along 

with the number of meals that are served each day. 

Continue on Page 2  

DONATION DRIVE FOR CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS 
 

                  The holiday season is a time for giving and sharing with those in need.  For some, receiving a food   

                  basket is the only way they will be able to have a special Christmas dinner.   
 

 

We are reaching out to anyone who would like to help us gather donations of Turkeys, Hams and other Holi-

day food items.  These baskets, which will include all the items needed for a traditional holiday meal, will be 

distributed to nearly 100 of the most needy Meals on Wheels recipients served in Taylor, Callahan, Jones, and 

Runnels Counties.   
 

 

If you would like to help with this food drive, please visit us at 717 N. 10th St. or call, Brandi 

at (325) 672-5050.  Your support is greatly appreciated and will make a difference! 

Jonathan Sharp 
Board Chairman 
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I have been delivering meals for Meals on Wheels for much longer than I have been serv-

ing on the board of directors, ever since my now-college-age girls were babies and tod-

dlers. At that time I had been thinking about volunteering to deliver, and had a friend 

that volunteered who would encourage me to join the team of volunteers; I just never 

got around to giving the office a call.  
 

That is, until one day when it was snowing in Abilene and I heard on the radio that Meals 

on Wheels desperately needed drivers, because so many of the regular drivers could not 

drive in the snow that day. I had a 4-wheel drive truck, as well as years of experience in 

the Northeast as well as overseas driving in snowy conditions, so off I went. It felt great 

to be able to help the community that day using a skill-set that I already had. That was 

the first day that I delivered, but certainly not the last.   
 

As I continued to deliver meals through the years, I would sometimes bring along my daughters when I deliv-

ered, and they loved helping out and getting greeted by the clients. The clients also loved their energy and 

seeing them. Bringing children along on the delivery route brings joy to the clients as well as to the children. 

I also remember when I started volunteering, Meals on Wheels was in the old building, and it was very clear 

at the time that the building was not large enough to meet the growing need for home-delivered meals. The 

new building (if we can still call it new at almost 20 years old) can handle the meals needed to serve the 

community, but we are always short on volunteers to meet the ever-expanding need. If that is something 

that you have been considering, I encourage you to act on it and start volunteering. It takes just about an 

hour of your day, and you can volunteer just one day per week, like I do, or as many as you like. If your 

schedule does not allow you to volunteer as a driver now, I would encourage you to talk to those in your 

circle of influence and tell them about the ongoing need for volunteers to deliver. 

Jonathan Sharp 
Board Chairman 
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Claude & Betty Burton have been delivering meals  

to Meals on Wheels recipients since 1988.   
 

Betty was the Official Greeter on Tuesday  for many 

years and continues to substitute as a Greeter when 

needed.  She has always handled the volunteers with 

ease and does an amazing job.   
 

Claude & Betty deliver two routes each Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday, as well as substituting on 

Wednesday and Friday.  They have both volunteered 

with the holiday fundraisers like “Easy as Pie” at  

United Supermarkets in November and at the Mall of 

Abilene with “Holiday Meals” in December for many 

years. 
 

The Burton’s are such an amazing couple, always will-

ing to help and you can clearly see the love they have 

for people.  Claude is always putting a smile on vol-

unteers faces as he jokes with them  and Betty with 

her graciousness to others.  They are a very upbeat 

couple and a joy to be around.  
 

Thank you for your many years of  service to Meals 

on Wheels.  Congratulations Claude and Betty!   
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Are you looking for a  
meaningful gift for a  

family member or friend?   
 
Meals on Wheels invites you to hon-
or  people on your holiday shopping 
list with a gift of any amount that will 

feed the hungry. 
 
Your gift will help provide a hot 
home delivered lunch and a smile for 
someone who is no longer able to 
prepare nutritious meals for them-

selves. 
 
It’s easy and you don’t have to fight 
the crowds at the store.  Make a 
contribution to Meals on Wheels in 
lieu of gifts or cards to friends and 

family.  
 
We will send this lovely letter to no-

tify them of your thoughtful tribute. 
 

Just enclose a list of names and  
addresses with your donation.  Mail 

to: 
 

Meals on Wheels Plus 
P.O. Box 903 

Abilene, TX 79604 
 

For more information call  
(325) 672-5050 or stop by our office  

at 717 North 10th St. Abilene
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Memorials for June 19, 2023 to  October 20, 2023 
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Bobby Ray Airhart 

 Betty Colburn 

 Marty & Lesli Frey 

 Russell Guthrie-Eide Bailly LLP 

 Leah & Bill Pendergrass 

 Rosa Albarado 

 Clifton & Maxine Michalewicz 

Nell Allen 

 Gene & June Greenway 

Virginia Anderson 

 Betty Casteel 

Diane Charlotte Arn 

 Woody & Linda Gordon 

 Terri Auger 

 Expo Center of Taylor County 

Connie Baird 

 Earl Burns & Family 

Brenda L. Balkum 

 Mickey Baulkum 

Mary Bauernfeind 

 Madie Newman 

Camilla Becton 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

 Robin Burrow 

 Charles Cox & Family 

 Wendell Cox, Sr. & Mariella      

  Carr 

 Carolyn Dycus 

Scottie Belew 

 Betty Colburn 

Randy Benedietto 

 James & Michelle Pittman  

 Gus & Jan Tamporello 

Laretta Blackburn 

 Pat Brooks 

 Jim & Debi Clark 

 Jody, Mary, & Mark Crumbliss 

 Carolyn Dycus 

 Anita & David Green 

 Karen Hendrick 

 Stan & Elaine Huckabee 

 Ron Nutt 

 Roland & Jeri Orr 

James Bradley 

 Rick Bennett 

Janette Bradshaw 

 James Bradshaw 

John Brady 

 Carolyn Presswood 

 Lynn Reeves 

 Karen Vick 

Renee Brown 

 Elsa Baines 

 Anne Wilson 

Eulalia Browning 

 Kay Browning Ballek 

 Carol Browning Clark 

 Dennis Clark 

Eulalia Browning cont.  

 Jeffrey Clark 

Annette Broyles 

 Paul Zimmerman 

Devona Burns 

 Big Country Autoharp &  

  Dulcimer Club 

Beverly Butman 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Edleen Buxkemper 

 Rodney & Carolyn Flanagan 

Eloise Carruthers 

 Karen Hendrick 

Ethan Chapman 

 Kellie & Dean Conley & Family 

Deryl Max Clark 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Billy Ray Combs 

 Samuel & Minnie Combs 

Clarence Corning 

 Nathan Sanders 

Richard Cox  

 Robin Burrow 

Marion Alice Dahmann 

 Marty & Lesli Frey 

Jenette David 

 Lynn & Boyd King 

Andrew Deatherage 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Glenn Deavers 

 Mary Jo Crowder 

Gerri Denny 

 Blanche Jerige 

Harvey W. Droll 

 Marty & Lesli Frey 

Beth Edington 

 Janice Amarine 

Frank Evridge 

Dennis & Ellen Jo Seidenberger 

Charles F. Fish 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Doris Freeman 

 Donna Chandler 

 Terrye & Jack Morrow 

Jennie Fulton 

 Bill & Gena Brown 

 Pete & Ginger Bryan 

 Gary & Evanet Gallant 

 June Sibley & Family 

Argelia Galvan 

 The First National Bank of 

  Ballinger  

 

Kathryn Garrett 

 Earl Burns Family 

Norma G. Garza 

 Ashley Phillips-First Watch  

  Credit Union 

 Loretta Fulton 

 David Garza, Sr. 

Jim Goddard 

 Vance Goddard 

Terry Goebel 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Tom & Gloria Gonzales 

 Ruben & Rose Gonzales 

Peggy Jo Gray 

 Michelle Beaty-Eide Bailly LLP 

Colleen Hadley 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Lawson Hager 

 Wes Soben 

Shirley Harkrider 

 Robert & Brenda Grant 

Frank Hawk 

 Rosa Hawk 

Charles Henderson 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Marion Hill 

 June Heidenheimer Sibley 

Valeria Hoelscher 

 David & Sharon Rohmfeld 

Gayle Ann Hovorak 

 Marty & Lesli Frey 

Mrs. Hutson 

 Leck & Tip Matthews 

Homer Jannise 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

John Johnson 

 Jessica Ambrose-Eide Bailly  

  LLP 

 Bobby Melson-Eide Bailly LLP 

Charles “Chuck” Johnston 

 Kaitlyn Copeland 

Mickey Jones 

 Kirk & Pam Stubblefield 

Jan Jordan 

 Betty Colburn 

 Mark & Betty DeBerry 

Parmelly Kade 

 Larry & Suzanne McMillon 

Stephen “Steve” Knight 

 Larry & Suzanne McMillon 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Robert Leavitt 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Armond Leblanc 

 Julie Childs 

Gene Linn 

 Patti & Josh Ensor 

Hilaria “Lola” Loza 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

 Joe & Mary Rose Busch 

Bertha Marshall 

 Betty Casteel 

C.R. Massey 

 Scott & Heather Ake 

 Paul MacDonald 

Mickey Mathis 

 Charles Mathis 

Button May 

 Kirk & Pam Stubblefield 

Samye McCorkle 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

Joe McDonald 

 Patti & Josh Ensor 

Dorothy June McGaughey 

 Frances Stash 

Jake Mullins 

 Rose Mullins 

Charlyne Yvonne Murphy 

 Robert & Brenda Grant 

Betty V. Novak 

 Frederick V. Novak 

Alice O’Neill 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Chris Paddock 

 Betty Casteel 

Kelly Paige 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

 Jayree Shaw 

Kade Parmelly 

 A.E. Hall, Jr. 

Glynn Petty 

 Madie Newman 

Luis Picot 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

 Paul Zimmerman 

Homer S. Pittman, Jr. 

 Michelle Beaty-Eide Bailly LLP 

Richard Puckett 

 Betty Colburn 

Dr. H. Taylor Rankin 

 Delbert & Aletta Allred 

 Betty Casteel 

Virginia Earlyne Reagan 

 Joe Davis 

 Pam Letz 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 



Carol Reed 

 Bonnie Wisdon 

Kay Reiken 

 Gary & Evanet Gallant 

Jane Rhodes 

 Cindy Rhodes 

Bill & Susann Roberts 

 Donna Bullock 

Tex Robin 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

Lucille Rohmfeld 

 Marty & Lesli Frey 

C.W. Russell 

 Robert & Brenda Grant 

Faye Russell 

 Robert & Brenda Grant 

James Sanders 

 Michelle Beaty-Eide Bailly LLP 

Margo Santos 

 Elsie A. Howard 

Gregory Saucier 

 Larry & Suzanne McMillon 

Paul Saxon 

 Linda Saxon 

Gloria Schwartz 

 Paula McMillan 

Margie Selden 

 Linda Lane 

Anne Seybold 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

 Patti Miller 

Woodrow Shaddix 

 Sterling & Linda Robertson 

Marjorie Sledge 

 Rob Sledge 

Sharon Matthews Smith 

 Larry Smith 

Lori Stewart 

 Ace Air Conditioning 

Glenda Stringfellow 

 Benjamin Alexander 

Gene & Sue Sumner 

 Rodney Sumner 

Jay Swonger 

 Mike & Dianne Wilder 

 

 

Maria White 
 Carol Stephens 

Carl Williams 

 Linda Byler 

 Marty & Lesli Frey 

 Mrs. Everett J. Grindstaff 

Laverne Williams 

 Tommie & Lee Ann Harendt 

 Jean Jordan 

Kathleen Wolaver 

 Blanche Jerige 

Steve Womack 

 Mike & Mary Lou Garrett 
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          Raymond Blasingame 

                Peggy Marler 
 

             Traci England 

        Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kesler 
 

            Barbara Helms 

             Bobye Eagleston 
 

               Mina King 

             Bobye Eagleston 
 

  Meals on Wheels Staff & Drivers 

             Denise Koepke 

  

    Armando & Melissa Pallarez 

                  Esta Jeter 

 
         Byron & Louella Penrod 

Honoring their 61st                       

          Wedding Anniversary 

                 
                Mary Ross 

             Melissa Mauricio 

  

 

 

 

 Robin Burrow 

       Rachel Burrow & Michael Mcquire 

       

Margo Santos 

Elsie Howard 

 

Steven Willingham 

Holly Harrison 
 

 

Thank you to the following Business for donations to the 2023 Sporting Clays Classic  

1st Choice Motors 

Abbey’s Bottles & Brew 

ABC Tent Rental 

American Honey Boutique 

Casa Authentique 

Cash Saver 

Christoval Winery 

Clark Nissan 

Cotton Patch Café 

Filo Liquors 

Heff’s Burgers & Bar 

Iceland Coolers 

Kent’s Harley Davidson 

Lucy’s Burgers 

Outback Steak House 

Red Robin Gourmet Burgers 

Red Wing Shoes 

Taylor County Tap House 

The Shed—BBQ & Catering 

United Supermarkets-Judge Ely 
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“Supporting Meals on Wheels’ Mission For Years To Come” 

 

Join Our Team As Delivery Drivers 
 

There is a spot for you any week day that fits your schedule.  

Would you like to deliver meals in south Abilene or North Abilene?  

Or perhaps a drive in the country to deliver meals to one of the 

small communities we serve. 
 

It takes very little time out of your day and you will likely find someone on your route that makes you realize 
how your brief visit brightened their day.  There is something very rewarding about actually seeing someone 

you are helping.  It will likely leave you counting your blessings.   
 

Don’t worry about missing special holiday activities, or being worried that sometimes you can’t get off work 

or have other obligations.  Just call Meals on Wheels at (325) 672-5050 to let us know and we will find 

someone to fill in for you that day.  Call today and sign up.  We are holding that spot for you! 

 

A gift to the Meals on Wheels Endowment will preserve your values in the wake of 

constant change.  It will provide assurance that programs that are important to you 

will survive and thrive.   This can easily be accomplished by including Meals on 

Wheels as a beneficiary in your will, life insurance policy, IRA or retirement fund.  

These types of gifts, often referred to as planned gifts, will provide support for the 

Meals on Wheels Endowment for years to come. 
 

An endowment is a forever gift; a way to ensure your support for the organizations 

you care about most, like Meals on Wheels Plus.  When you establish an endowment, 

or contribute to an existing one, you create a lasting legacy reflecting your values and 

making a statement on what is most important to you.   
 

In this case, you are letting Meals on Wheels know that you are deeply invested in the 

long-term sustainability of this organization and the vital role it plays in the lives of 

some of the neediest population in Abilene and the surrounding counties. You may al-

so create an endowment in the name of a loved one, honoring that person far into the future. 

For more information please contact Debra Bowles at dbowles@mealsonwheelsplus.comor 325-704-3322 or Betty 

Bradley at bbradley@mealsonwheelsplus.com    

Debra Hulse-Bowles 

Planned Giving  

Consultant 

mailto:dbowles@mealsonwheelsplus.com
mailto:bbradley@mealsonwheelsplus.com
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The Mission of Meals on Wheels is to enhance the quality of life 

for seniors and other eligible adults by providing nutritionally 

balanced meals and supportive services. 

Driving away hunger one meal at a time. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

717 North 10th St.  

P.O. Box 903  

Abilene, Texas 79604  
 

Phone: 325-672-5050  

Fax: 325-672-6870  
 

 E-mail:  

bbradley@mealsonwheelsplus.com  


